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LONG BORF:!' PUTS CORRUPTION PROBLEM IN PERSPECTIVE 
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(Undated "excerpts" of an interview with First Minister Long Boret by the VQlce of 
Amerlca--apparently recorded] 

(Text) (Question) What is your impression as the prime minister of Cambodia on the 
decision of the 29th UN General Assembly session giving the UN seat to the Khmer 
Republic? 

(Answer] The most important point of the decision of the 29th UNGA session concerning 
Cambodia is that the United Nations has appealed to all superpowers to hel p make 
possible the negotiations for peace and reconciliation between the two Cambodian sides. 
This. to me, 15 the most significant point. for it conforms with the will of the 
Cambodian people through~ut the country and also conforms with the peace proposal put 
forth by our republic on 9 July 1974. In fact, this 9 July peace proposal has no 
other intention than the one Just stressed by the United Nations saying that the United 
Nations, like the Khmer Republic, sincerely wants peace and sincerely desires to see 
the Cambodian people given back the peace they have lost for several years. 

This resolution of the 29th UN General Assembly session has given the Cambodian seat 
to t he Khmer Republic. I take this opportunity to thank all friendly countries for 
their active efforts to help defend the rights of our Khmer Republic in the United 
Nations. I express special thanks to countries in Asia for their unreserved support 
to our important cause. 

[Question] DO you think that peace will be soon restored in Cambodia according to the 
resolution of the United Nations? 

[Answer] Peace is poss;ble only when each party concerned agrees to make concessions. 
This is a fact that all of us must know. As for our Khmer Republic, we have alre~dy 
advanced a most sincere proposal. Now all countries can judge the sincerity of the 
Khmer Republic-MWhether this proposal was made just for the purpose of winning the seat 
at the United Nations or whether it was truly aimed at achieving peace. So far our 
Cambodian brothers of the other side have not agreed to talk with us. But we are 
confident that the UN resolution may have some effect. Our people can hope that there 
will be talks in the future. 

As I already told the U.S. press some 4 days a go or so, during my press conference 
prior to my coming to the United Nations, the question of corruption besets every weak 
country. \iith regard to Cambodia, the corruption question existed even before the 
change of the ruling system. Prince Slhanouk himself used to admit that this was a 
serious problem. And since the war broke out, it has become worse. Moreover, our 
government faces many prOblems. I told the press that we had many prOblems and we 
decided to solve the most urgent of them all. 

I believe that in these circumstances our Cambodian people have an urgent desire for 
peace. Therefore, we have spent much time searching for peace. When we have achieved 
peace we will then try to deal with corl'uption. The government wi ll fight corruption 
at all costs. The Government of the Khmer Republic 1s well aware of this prOblem. 

I said that each of us must have a national conscience. Failing this, no amount of 
efforts can solve the prOblem. Meanwhile, let me say that despite the urgent peace 
question, the Government of the Khmer Republic with myself as the first minister has 
not overlooked t h is question of corruption at all. 
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LOMO BORET RETURNS FROM UNOA SESSION 7 DEC 

Ilman Penh Domestic Service in cambod:Lan 08n GIlT 7 Dec 74 D 

[Statement by First Minister Long Beret on arrival at Poohentong airport in Ilmom Penh 
on 7 Decemher--recorded] 

(Tert] Your excellencies and gentlemen. the diplomatic representativea 1n the Kilmer 
Republic, your excellency the president of the senate, ladies, gentlemen, brothers 
and friends, students and schoolteachers whose delegations are present here: On 
behalf 01' the C&mbod:Lan delegation wh1ch WIIa on a lIIi .. 10n to the 29th sess10n of 
the UN Ocneral Assembly. I would l1ke to expre •• our hearttelt thano to you for thp. 
weleome given to m.e and: other delegatee; of our JChIner Republic Who have accomp11Dhc(} 
their tt1ss1otl. I regret to say thllt t he min letp.r of foreign affa1r::t a nd cLl.er J:\C~bera 

v111 :it111 be busy With their York until the end of December. Fer this rca-lOon, on. 
their behalf , I ~ould like to expres. to you my appr~ciat1on for th1s vele o,"" whic h 
arOMes 8e an enocu.ra.getnent to the mern~ers of our delcI;ation, who are enga ged in 8. 
bitter fjght in defense of our republic's :riAhts on the 1nternat1.onal scene-. 

On th1a oecaa1on I am unable to make a report to the nation, but I promise to hold a 
conference on the Cambodian 1asue and report later to the nation in order to have yO\ll' 
f'ull undarltand1ng. Thank you and goodbye. 

Reports to Lon 1101 

Bulan Penh DOlllestic Serv1ce 1n cambodian 0730 GMT 8 Dec 74 D 

[Text) After rece1ving a warm welcome from the d1plomat1c COrpl. d1gn1tariee, min1sters. 
government off1cial., civ11ians, mi11tarymen and the public at Pochentong a1rport, 
First Min1ster Long Boret went d1rectly to the Chamaar Mon pres1dential palace by 
motorcade to make a deta1led report on his m1sa1on at the United Nat10ns to the marshal.­
preaident and the Execut1ve Counc1l members, Accompan1ed b1 Sena te Chairman saukham 
Khoy. Assistant to F1rst Min1ater Pan Soth1. Inter10r and Secur1ty Minister Gen Ek 
Proeung and high command representat1ve Gen Thong Van Fhan Moeung, the f1rst minietcr 
arrived at the Chamcar Mon palace at 1140 yesterday. 

He was greeted by Pre.ident Lon Nol and hi. supreme adviser Sir1k MRtak as well as 
Charman of the National Assembly ung Bun Hor and other EXecut1ve Council members auch 
as Hang Thun Hak, Op Kim Ang and Gen Soathene PernandeE, who 1s also conunander 1n chie! 
and ch1ef of the general staft 01' the Cambodian Armed Foroes. Among the leader. present 
were also ligau Bing Flom, chef de cabinet cr the pres1dent, Gen (names indist1nct]. 

Long Beret presented a report on the proceed1ng. of the debate at the UN General Asaembly 
conoernulg the question of the Khmer Repub11c's representat10n at the un1ted Nations. He 
sa1d that the debate proceeded uneventf'ully from 26 to 27 November and on the n1ght or 
27-28 November, The first minister also explained the procedures of the ballot1ng and 
descr1bed the wrang11ng that went on dur1ng the debate as veIl as the laat-minute 
maneuvers made by the .upporters of the cambodians of the other s1de to defeat the 
resolution favorable to our Khmer Republic. 


